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32,625
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Adult Services
Anya Puccio
Kelly Menzel
Abigail Cino

Librarian
Librarian
Librarian

481,740

Support Staff
Lorri Corbin-Lewis
Sylvia Grace
Valerie Dumais
Kathleen Marfione
Bonny Lipczynski
Terri Rowe
Michael Meritt

Circulation Supervisor
Technical Services Supervisor
Circulation
Circulation
Technical Service
Technical Service
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We added

23,035
items to
our
collection

The Board of Trustees and
the Library Director have carefully
prepared a budget for the upcoming
fiscal year. Working within the
guidelines of the NYS tax cap and in
conjunction with best practices, the
budget reflects thoughtful and
prudent use of funds designed to
continue outstanding library service
to the NT Public Library community.
The total budget increase we are
requesting is $27,593, less than a 2%
increase over last year.
On Monday, March 26, at
5:00pm there will be a public hearing
at the Library. At that time we will be
happy to answer any questions you
may have about the budget.
In addition to voting on the
budget on Wednesday, April 4, you

will also have the opportunity to vote
for Trustee David Jakubaszek, who
seeks to continue his service on the
Library Board and is running for reelection.
Thank you very much for
your continued support of the North
Tonawanda Public Library. We look
forward to continuing to provide
you with outstanding library service.
Sincerely,
Paul Sikora, President
Brenda Daigler, Vice President
Marigail Sondel
Deborah Galas
David Jakubaszek
Your Library Board of Trustees

LIBRARY BUDGET VOTE AND TRUSTEE ELECTION

125th

April 4, 2018
9:30AM-9:00PM
Voters must be US citizens, residents of the North Tonawanda City School
District for at least 30 days, and at least 18 years of age
Please bring ID with proof of residency.

North Tonawanda Public Library 2017 Annual Report

North Tonawanda Public Library 2017 Annual Report

Dear North Tonawanda Community,
With unparalleled community support and enthusiastic patronage
of our Library, we are poised to move forward into fiscal year 2018-2019
with a momentum to build on the successes of the past year. The Library
will continue to grow to meet the changing needs of North Tonawanda, and
all of the patrons of the Library.
2018 will see the continued long-term project of refreshing our
print collection and augmenting it with the most up-to-date materials to
teach and entertain you and your families. We continue to offer the latest in
downloadable electronic content, providing movies, music, books and
magazines for your enjoyment. We work hard to ensure that we supply you
with the newest materials and formats, and your response has been very
enthusiastic.
To enhance patron’s overall experience and increase access to
library materials, this year you will see changes to the floor plan and the
addition of new equipment such as a new self-checkout machine at the
circulation desk (thanks to generous funding support from the Friends of
the North Tonawanda Public Library). We will continue to offer ample
programming for adults and children, and to maintain partnerships with
regional organizations, allowing a venue to provide you with their services.
I’d like to take this opportunity to thank all of you for giving me
the opportunity to tailor new and innovative services for you and your
families. I look forward to the success we will achieve in the coming year,
and I hope you all will join
me in this journey.
Sincerely,
Kevin M. Wall

Library Director
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ADULT REFERENCE DEPT. – A YEAR IN REVIEW
As we close the books on 2017, the Adult Reference Librarians want
to thank all North Tonawanda Library users, new and old for their continued
support!
2017 was the year we expanded our outreach services. We stepped
up learning based programs, partnering with community organizations such
as SCORE, New York State Department of Health, Cornell Co-operative
Extension to name a few. We "took to the streets" talking to teachers and
community organizers to form a partnership for future joint programming at
community events. During the summer we set up an informational kiosk at
the Farmer's Market with the goal of promoting the library, one person, one
family, one skeptic at a time. Judging by the number of new faces walking
through the door for the first time, the effort was well worth it!
For 124 years, the North Tonawanda Library has retained a sense of
place, a welcoming retreat for reading, learning and sharing experiences for
community members. 2017 was no different! The Adult Librarians
purchased new books, DVDs, CDs, and upped our offerings on Overdrive
and Hoopla Digital. We answered over 13,500 reference and telephone
questions, hosted approximately 250 programs with over 3,500 attendees!
We tried to offer something for everyone, from book discussions, writing
workshops, craft classes, healthy cooking demos, yoga, to gardening.
Hands-on computer classes designed to meet the technological needs of the
community continued to soar in popularity. Late in August, Susan Elia
MacNeal, former hometown girl and New York Times bestselling author
brought down a packed house with a heartfelt talk detailing this Library’s
influence on her path to becoming the successful mystery writer!
Every year the needs of our North Tonawanda Library family
evolve. While we push ahead with all that technology throws at us, some
things stay the same...the library as a community hub, a welcoming space
where you can pick up a book, learn something
new and engage with your neighbor. Thank
you North Tonawanda Library users, we look
forward to another great year!
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE CHILDREN’S DEPARTMENT
In 2017, the North Tonawanda Public Library Children’s Department
continued to encourage and foster knowledge and imaginations through new
programs, class visits from local schools, increasing librarian visits to
schools, and the Library’s refreshed collection of materials.
We recognize the growing families in our community and many of
our programs focused on the importance of families and supporting early
literacy. We expanded our popular Lego Club by offering a Lego Family
program, where families build together. We also continued to grow our 1,000
Books before Kindergarten program, which challenges families to read and
emphasizes early literacy. We held an outdoor family game day and began
drop-in storytimes during breaks from our regular story hour programs to
offer a variety of different options for busy families. A Family Literacy Grant
was awarded through the NIOGA library system which afforded us the
opportunity to create a play area in the Children’s Department. Children
have enjoyed using their imaginations and learning in this space. Look for
additions to this popular area, soon.
Emphasizing creativity and expanding educational opportunities
beyond the classroom were also a priority during the year. We held several
STEAM Powered Club programs, which focused on themes within science,
technology, engineering, art, and math. Children celebrated Pirates’ Day,
learned more about school with the We’re off to Kindergarten program,
enjoyed magic from the magician Michael Joseph, were wowed by the
primates from Primate Sanctuary, and had a naming contest for the Elf on the
Shelf; the chosen name was Sir-Elf’s-a-Lot and over 700 children enjoyed
looking for the elf in his daily wanderings. Our Summer Reading Club
theme of “Build a Better World” brought 1116 children to our Library as we
focused on the Building theme.
	
  
With increased programming attendance, a variety of new programs,
and class visits from local schools, 2017 was a year of great successes for the
Children's Department. In 2018, we will build on these benchmarks, and
expand the value and benefit of the Library to the residents of North
Tonawanda and their families.
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How do YOU use YOUR Library?
Downloads
79 Storyhours

5,591

1,239

125

26,686

73,679
website visits

19,958
In-House computer uses

The mission of the North Tonawanda Public Library, through its resources
and personnel, is to enhance the personal development of all North
Tonawanda citizens by seeking to meet their informational, educational
and recreational needs, recognizing the benefits to the community of a
well-informed citizenry, the individual’s capacity for self-improvement,
the worth of each person, and the need for human dignity.
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